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Introduction 
 

The tiny home movement has been gaining momentum in recent years, as more 

and more people are choosing to downsize and simplify their lives. A tiny home, 

typically defined as a home with a living space of 400 square feet or less, offers 

many benefits, including lower costs, reduced environmental impact, and increased 

flexibility and mobility. 

 

However, building or buying a tiny home can be a complex process, requiring 

careful planning and research. Potential homeowners must consider zoning and 

building codes, financing options, maintenance requirements, and many other 

factors before making the decision to invest in a tiny home. 

 

In this guide, we will explore the world of tiny homes, from the benefits and 

challenges of living in a small space to the various types of tiny homes and their 

associated costs. We will also provide practical tips and advice on how to build or 

buy a tiny home, including financing options, construction checklists, and 

maintenance tips. Whether you are considering downsizing to a tiny home or simply 

curious about this growing movement, this guide will provide valuable information 

and insights to help you navigate the world of tiny homes. 

 

 

  



Tiny Homes, New Wave of Housing? 
 

Tiny homes have been gaining in popularity in recent years as a new wave of 

housing, offering an affordable, sustainable, and flexible living solution. These 

compact homes, typically less than 400 square feet, can be built on wheels, 

foundations, or even as accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in a backyard. 

 

One of the main draws of tiny homes is their affordability. With an average cost of 

around $30,000 to $60,000, tiny homes are often much cheaper than traditional 

homes, which can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. This makes them a viable 

option for those looking to downsize, live more simply, or save money on housing 

costs. 

 

Tiny homes are also an eco-friendly option, with their small size and minimalistic 

design requiring less energy and resources to build and maintain. Many tiny homes 

also incorporate sustainable features such as solar panels, rainwater harvesting, 

and composting toilets, making them a greener choice for those looking to minimize 

their carbon footprint. 

 

In addition to affordability and sustainability, tiny homes offer flexibility and 

freedom. With their compact size, tiny homes can be placed on a variety of 

properties, from rural land to urban backyards, providing homeowners with the 

opportunity to live in their desired location without breaking the bank. Additionally, 

many tiny homes are built on wheels, allowing homeowners to travel and move 

their home with them wherever they go. 

 

However, tiny homes do come with some challenges. Zoning regulations and 

building codes can vary widely depending on the location, making it difficult to find 

a legal place to park or build a tiny home. Financing can also be a challenge, as 

traditional mortgage loans may not be available for tiny homes due to minimum 

loan limits and other restrictions. 

 

Despite these challenges, tiny homes have been gaining popularity across the 

United States in recent years, and there are several states that are particularly 

well-suited for this type of housing.  

 

Here are some of the most popular states for tiny homes: 

 

1. Oregon: Oregon is one of the most popular states for tiny homes, with a 

thriving community of builders, designers, and enthusiasts. The state has 

relatively lenient zoning laws and building codes, which makes it easier to 

build and park tiny homes. 

 



2. Colorado: Colorado is another popular state for tiny homes, with a growing 

number of builders and communities dedicated to this type of housing. The 

state has a strong interest in sustainable living and alternative housing, 

which has helped to fuel the tiny home movement. 

 

3. California: California has a large and active community of tiny home 

builders and enthusiasts, with many communities and zoning laws that 

support this type of housing. The state's mild climate and natural beauty also 

make it an attractive location for those interested in living a simpler, more 

sustainable lifestyle. 

 

4. Texas: Texas has a growing number of tiny home communities and builders, 

with many areas that have relatively low housing costs and a strong interest 

in alternative housing options. 

 

5. Florida: Florida has a thriving tiny home community, with many builders and 

enthusiasts who have embraced this type of housing to live more sustainably 

and affordably in a warm, sunny climate. 

 

Sustainability 
 

Tiny homes are generally considered to be a more sustainable housing option than 

traditional homes, due to their smaller size and lower environmental impact.  

 

• Lower Energy Use: Tiny homes require less energy to heat, cool, and power 

than traditional homes, which can significantly reduce their carbon footprint. 

 

• Less Material Use: Tiny homes require fewer materials to build than 

traditional homes, which means less energy and resources are used in their 

construction. 

 

• Efficient Use of Space: Tiny homes are designed to maximize the use of 

space, which means that less land is required for a tiny home community 

than for a traditional housing development. 

 

• Off-Grid Capabilities: Many tiny homes are designed to be off-grid, meaning 

that they can generate their own power and water, reducing their reliance on 

utilities and minimizing their impact on the environment. 

 

• Reclaimed Materials: Many tiny homes are built using reclaimed or recycled 

materials, which helps to reduce waste and lower the environmental impact 

of the building process. 

 



• Mobility: Tiny homes on wheels offer a unique level of mobility, allowing 

homeowners to move their homes to different locations as needed, reducing 

the need for new construction, and preserving natural resources. 

 

Overall, tiny homes have the potential to be a more sustainable housing option than 

traditional homes, if they are designed and built with sustainability in mind. By 

prioritizing energy efficiency, efficient use of space, and the use of eco-friendly 

materials, tiny homes can be an important part of the movement towards a more 

sustainable future. 

 

Off Grid Capabilities 
 

Off-grid capabilities are one of the keyways that tiny homes can be more 

sustainable than traditional homes. By generating their own power and water, off-

grid tiny homes can operate independently of the utility grid, which can significantly 

reduce their environmental impact. 

 

Off-grid tiny homes typically rely on a combination of solar panels, wind turbines, or 

other renewable energy sources to generate power. They may also use batteries or 

other storage systems to store excess energy for later use. These systems can be 

designed to provide enough power to meet all the home's needs, including heating, 

cooling, lighting, and appliances. 

 

In addition to generating their own power, off-grid tiny homes may also rely on 

rainwater collection, well water, or other sources of water to meet their needs. They 

may use composting toilets or other alternative waste management systems to 

minimize their water usage and reduce their impact on the environment. 

 

While off-grid tiny homes do require an initial investment in renewable energy and 

water systems, they can be a cost-effective and sustainable long-term housing 

option. By reducing reliance on utilities and minimizing environmental impact, off-

grid tiny homes offer a unique and exciting way of living that prioritizes self-

sufficiency, sustainability, and independence.  



What is a tiny home? 
 

A tiny home is generally considered to be a small house or living space that is 

typically under 400 square feet (37 square meters) in size. However, the definition 

of a tiny home can vary depending on who you ask, and some may consider a 

home up to 600 square feet (56 square meters) to be a tiny home. 

 

Tiny homes can come in a variety of shapes and sizes, from small cabins and 

mobile homes to converted shipping containers and backyard cottages. The tiny 

home movement has gained popularity in recent years as a way for people to live 

more simply and sustainably, and to reduce their carbon footprint. 

 

There is no one "most popular" type of tiny home in the US, as there are many 

different styles and designs to choose from.  

 

Types of Tiny Homes 
 

However, some of the most popular types of tiny homes include: 

 

1. The Tumbleweed Tiny House: Tumbleweed Tiny House Company is one of 

the most well-known tiny home builders in the US. Their designs are often 

built on a trailer and feature a classic, rustic look. 

 

The cost of a Tumbleweed tiny house can vary depending on the model and 

customization options chosen, as well as the location of the build. However, 

here are some general estimates of the cost of Tumbleweed tiny homes: 

 

DIY Build: Tumbleweed offers a range of DIY build plans, ranging in price 

from $49 to $999. These plans provide detailed instructions and materials 

lists for building your own tiny home. 

 

Shell Build: Tumbleweed also offers shell builds, which provide a completed 

exterior shell that can be finished by the buyer or a contractor. The cost of a 

shell build can range from around $35,000 to $60,000. 

 

Turnkey Build: Tumbleweed also offers turnkey builds, which provide a fully 

completed and customized tiny home. The cost of a turnkey build can range 

from around $70,000 to over $100,000, depending on the size and features 

of the home. 

 

It's important to note that these prices are estimates only and can vary 

based on a variety of factors. Additionally, other expenses like permits, land, 

and utilities will need to be factored into the total cost of a Tumbleweed tiny 

home build. 



 

2. The Modern Tiny House: Modern tiny homes are typically designed with 

clean lines, lots of natural light, and a minimalist aesthetic. They often 

feature modern amenities like high-end appliances and smart home 

technology. 

 

The cost to build a modern tiny house can vary depending on factors such as 

the size, materials, and location of the build, as well as the level of 

customization and finish quality desired. However, here are some general 

estimates of the cost to build a modern tiny house: 

 

DIY Build: If you plan to build a modern tiny house yourself, the cost can 

range from around $10,000 to $30,000, depending on the materials and level 

of customization. 

 

Professional Build: If you hire a professional builder to construct your modern 

tiny house, the cost can range from around $30,000 to $100,000 or more, 

depending on the level of finish quality and features. 

 

Keep in mind that these are general estimates only, and the actual cost of 

building a modern tiny house can vary widely depending on a variety of 

factors. Other expenses to consider may include permits, utilities, land, and 

financing costs, among others. Additionally, it's important to research and 

understand local building codes and zoning regulations before beginning 

construction on your modern tiny house. 

 

3. The Container Home: Container homes are built using repurposed shipping 

containers, which can be an affordable and eco-friendly way to create a tiny 

home. They can be designed in a variety of styles, from industrial to modern. 

 

The cost to build a container home can vary depending on factors such as the 

size, materials, location of the build, and level of customization desired. Here 

are some general estimates of the cost to build a container home: 

 

DIY Build: If you plan to build a container home yourself, the cost can range 

from around $10,000 to $50,000 or more, depending on the size and 

complexity of the build, as well as the level of finish quality. 

 

Professional Build: If you hire a professional builder to construct your 

container home, the cost can range from around $50,000 to $250,000 or 

more, depending on the level of finish quality and features. 

 

Some of the factors that can affect the cost of building a container home 

include the cost of the container(s), transportation and delivery fees, 



insulation, framing, plumbing, electrical, and finishing materials. Additionally, 

the cost of permits and zoning fees, as well as any site preparation costs, 

should also be factored into the total cost of building a container home. 

 

Keep in mind that these are general estimates only, and the actual cost of 

building a container home can vary widely depending on a variety of factors. 

It's important to research and understand local building codes and zoning 

regulations before beginning construction on your container home. 

 

4. The THOW (Tiny House on Wheels): THOWs are built on a trailer, which 

allows them to be easily transported. They are popular with people who want 

the flexibility to move their home from place to place. 

 

The cost to build a Tiny House on Wheels (THOW) can vary depending on a 

few factors, including the size, materials, level of customization, and location 

of the build. Here are some general estimates of the cost to build a THOW: 

 

DIY Build: If you plan to build a THOW yourself, the cost can range from 

around $15,000 to $50,000 or more, depending on the size and complexity 

of the build, as well as the level of finish quality. 

 

Professional Build: If you hire a professional builder to construct your THOW, 

the cost can range from around $50,000 to $150,000 or more, depending on 

the level of finish quality and features. 

 

Some of the factors that can affect the cost of building a THOW include the 

cost of materials, appliances, fixtures, insulation, plumbing, electrical, and 

finishing materials. Additionally, the cost of permits and zoning fees, as well 

as any site preparation costs, should also be factored into the total cost of 

building a THOW. 

 

It's important to note that these are general estimates only, and the actual 

cost of building a THOW can vary widely depending on a variety of factors. 

It's important to research and understand local building codes and zoning 

regulations before beginning construction on your THOW. Additionally, 

consider consulting with a professional builder or contractor who has 

experience with THOWs to help guide you through the process and provide a 

more accurate cost estimate. 

 

5. The Backyard Cottage: Backyard cottages are tiny homes that are built on 

a permanent foundation in a backyard or on a piece of land. They can be 

used as a guest house, home office, or rental property. 

 



The cost to build a backyard cottage tiny home can vary depending on 

factors such as the size, materials, location of the build, and level of 

customization desired. Here are some general estimates of the cost to build 

a backyard cottage tiny home: 

 

DIY Build: If you plan to build a backyard cottage tiny home yourself, the 

cost can range from around $10,000 to $50,000 or more, depending on the 

size and complexity of the build, as well as the level of finish quality. 

 

Professional Build: If you hire a professional builder to construct your 

backyard cottage tiny home, the cost can range from around $50,000 to 

$250,000 or more, depending on the level of finish quality and features. 

 

Some of the factors that can affect the cost of building a backyard cottage 

tiny home include the cost of materials, insulation, framing, plumbing, 

electrical, and finishing materials. Additionally, the cost of permits and 

zoning fees, as well as any site preparation costs, should also be factored 

into the total cost of building a backyard cottage tiny home. 

 

Keep in mind that these are general estimates only, and the actual cost of 

building a backyard cottage tiny home can vary widely depending on a 

variety of factors. It's important to research and understand local building 

codes and zoning regulations before beginning construction on your 

backyard cottage tiny home. Additionally, consider consulting with a 

professional builder or contractor who has experience with backyard cottage 

tiny homes to help guide you through the process and provide a more 

accurate cost estimate. 

 

Ultimately, the most popular type of tiny home will depend on personal preference 

and individual needs. 

 

  



Challenges  
 

While tiny homes offer many benefits, they also come with some challenges that 

potential homeowners should consider before making the decision to build or buy 

one.  

 

The biggest challenge of living in a tiny home is the limited amount of space. With 

less than 400 square feet, there is little room for excess belongings, and every inch 

of space must be utilized efficiently. This can be challenging for those who are used 

to more spacious living arrangements. 

 

Zoning and building codes can vary greatly depending on the location, and not all 

municipalities allow for tiny homes. Additionally, some zoning laws may require 

minimum square footage or prohibit living in a home on wheels, making it difficult 

to find a legal place to park or build a tiny home. 

 

Traditional mortgage loans may not be available for tiny homes due to minimum 

loan limits and other restrictions. This can make it challenging to find financing for a 

tiny home, and many homeowners may need to finance their home through 

personal loans or other creative financing options. 

 

Maintaining a tiny home can be challenging due to the limited space and unique 

design of the home. Homeowners must be diligent in keeping their space clean and 

organized, and any repairs or maintenance must be done with care to avoid causing 

damage to the home. 

 

Tiny homes are a relatively new phenomenon, and it's unclear what their resale 

value will be over time. This can make it difficult for homeowners to predict the 

long-term financial implications of investing in a tiny home.  

 

The resale value of a tiny home may go down over time due to a variety of factors.  

 

• Limited Market: The tiny home market is still relatively new and not yet as 

established as the traditional housing market. This means that there may be 

fewer potential buyers for a used tiny home, which can limit demand and 

drive down resale value. 

 

• Unique Design and Features: Tiny homes often have unique designs and 

features that may not be appealing to everyone. This can limit the pool of 

potential buyers and make it more difficult to sell a used tiny home. 

 

• Wear and Tear: Tiny homes are often built with lightweight and less durable 

materials, which may not hold up as well over time. This can lead to wear 

and tear that can lower the value of the home. 



 

• Depreciation: Like all homes, tiny homes can depreciate over time, especially 

if they are not well-maintained or updated. This can make it more difficult to 

recoup the initial investment in the home when selling. 

 

• Zoning and Permitting Issues: Zoning and permitting regulations for tiny 

homes can vary widely depending on the location. This can make it more 

difficult to find a legal place to park or live in a tiny home, which can limit 

demand and lower resale value. 

 

It's important to keep in mind that while the resale value of a tiny home may go 

down over time, it's still possible to recoup some of the initial investment. By 

maintaining and updating the home, choosing a desirable location, and marketing 

to the right audience, it's possible to find a buyer willing to pay a fair price for a 

used tiny home. 

 

While tiny homes offer many benefits, potential homeowners should carefully 

consider these challenges before making the decision to build or buy one. It's 

important to research local zoning laws and building codes, as well as financing 

options and long-term maintenance requirements, before investing in a tiny home. 

 

 

  



Tiny Home Financing 
 

When purchasing a traditional home, buyers typically obtain a mortgage loan to pay 

for the property over a period of 15 or 30 years. However, for a tiny home, 

traditional financing may not be available due to the minimum loan limits of many 

lenders, which often exceed the cost of building or buying a tiny home. The average 

cost of a tiny home is around $30,000 to $60,000, with costs varying depending on 

the desired features. Additionally, many tiny homes are not built on a permanent 

foundation, which is often required by lenders for a mortgage loan. Furthermore, 

tiny homes often fall short of the minimum square footage requirements for 

traditional loans since they are typically 400 square feet or less. 

 

Financing a tiny home can be different from financing a traditional home due to 

their smaller size and alternative construction methods.  

 

Types of Financing 
 

Here are some options for financing a tiny home: 

 

Personal Savings: If you have enough personal savings, you can use them to 

finance your tiny home project. 

 

RV Loan: Since some tiny homes are considered recreational vehicles (RVs), you 

may be able to secure an RV loan from a lender that specializes in RV financing. 

These loans often have lower interest rates and longer repayment terms than 

personal loans. Some RV lenders will finance these types of loans out 20 years. The 

key here is your tiny home must be on wheels and not permanently affixed to a 

foundation. 

 

Personal Loan: You can also obtain a personal loan from a bank or credit union to 

finance your tiny home. Keep in mind that the interest rates on personal loans can 

be higher than other types of loans. 

 

The most frequently used financing option for tiny homes is personal loans. Many 

traditional mortgage lenders do not offer loans for tiny homes due to their smaller 

size and lower value, and RV loans are typically reserved for homes built on wheels. 

As a result, many tiny home buyers turn to personal loans to finance their 

purchase. 

 

Personal loans are unsecured loans that can be used for a variety of purposes, 

including home purchases. They do not require collateral, which means that they 

are not secured by the property being purchased, but rather by the borrower's 

creditworthiness. Interest rates on personal loans can vary widely depending on the 



borrower's credit score and other factors, but they are often higher than traditional 

mortgage rates. 

 

Manufacturer Financing: Some tiny home manufacturers offer financing options 

for their products. If you choose to go this route, be sure to shop around and 

compare rates and terms from multiple manufacturers and even check out some 

other lending options as well. 

 

Home Equity Loan: If you own a home and have built up equity in it, you can take 

out a home equity loan or line of credit to finance your tiny home. 

 

Crowdfunding: Crowdfunding platforms like Kickstarter and Indiegogo can also be 

used to finance a tiny home project, especially if you have a unique design or 

concept that you think will appeal to a wide audience. 

 

Crowdfunding is a way of raising money from many people, typically via the 

internet, to fund a specific project or cause. In the context of financing a tiny home, 

crowdfunding can be a viable option for those who are unable to secure traditional 

financing or who want to avoid taking on high-interest personal loans. 

 

To start a crowdfunding campaign, a homeowner would typically create a profile on 

a crowdfunding platform, provide details about their project, and set a fundraising 

goal. They would then promote their campaign through social media, email, and 

other channels to attract backers. 

 

Backers can typically contribute any amount of money towards the campaign and 

may receive rewards or perks in exchange for their support, such as early access to 

the finished home, a personalized plaque or thank-you note, or other incentives. 

Once the campaign reaches its funding goal, the homeowner can use the funds to 

finance their tiny home. 

 

Crowdfunding can be a powerful tool for those looking to finance a tiny home, but 

it's important to carefully research and plan the campaign to maximize its chances 

of success. A well-executed crowdfunding campaign can help a homeowner raise 

the necessary funds while also building a community of supporters around their 

project. 

 

It's important to do your research and compare different financing options to find 

the one that best fits your needs and budget. Additionally, be sure to work with a 

reputable lender and read all the terms and conditions carefully before signing any 

agreements. 

 

  



Buy Land or Rent 
 

Whether to buy land or rent a lot for a tiny home can depend on several factors, 

including your budget, lifestyle, and long-term goals.  

 

Here are some factors to consider: 

 

Buying Land 

 

Ownership: If you buy land, you will own the property outright and can make 

modifications to it as you see fit. 

 

Stability: Buying land can provide a sense of stability and long-term security, 

especially if you plan to live in your tiny home for many years. 

 

Customization: Owning land gives you the freedom to design and customize your 

tiny home and property to your liking. 

 

Cost: Buying land can be more expensive than renting a lot and may require a 

down payment and mortgage. 

 

In most cases you can build a tiny home on your own land, if you comply with local 

zoning and building codes. However, the specific rules and regulations can vary 

depending on the state and municipality where the land is located, so it's important 

to research and understand the relevant laws before beginning construction. 

 

Some areas may require a building permit or zoning variance for a tiny home, while 

others may have minimum square footage requirements or other building code 

standards that must be met. Additionally, if you plan to connect your tiny home to 

utilities like water, electricity, and sewage, you may need to obtain permits or meet 

certain requirements from the local utilities’ provider. 

 

The cost of permits and zoning permits for building a tiny home can vary greatly 

depending on the location and specific requirements of the municipality where you 

plan to build.  

 

However, here are some general estimates: 

 

Building permit: The cost of a building permit can range from a few hundred 

dollars to several thousand dollars, depending on the location and size of your tiny 

home. Some municipalities may also require additional permits for plumbing, 

electrical, or other systems, which can add to the cost. 

 



Zoning permit: Some municipalities may require a zoning permit for a tiny home, 

which can cost anywhere from a few hundred dollars to several thousand dollars. 

Zoning permits may be required to ensure that the tiny home is compliant with 

local zoning regulations and land use restrictions. 

 

Impact fees: In some areas, impact fees may be assessed on new construction 

projects, including tiny homes. These fees can vary widely depending on the 

location but can sometimes be several thousand dollars. 

 

It's important to research the specific requirements and costs for permits and 

zoning permits in the area where you plan to build your tiny home. Contacting the 

local building department or planning office is a good place to start, and they can 

provide you with more detailed information on the costs and processes involved. 

 

If you are planning to build a tiny home on your land, it's important to do your due 

diligence and consult with local officials, builders, and other experts to ensure that 

your project is legal and safe. You may also want to consider working with a 

professional builder or contractor who has experience with tiny homes and can help 

guide you through the process. 

 

Renting 
 

Flexibility: Renting a lot allows you to move your tiny home more easily if you need 

to relocate for work or other reasons. 

 

Lower Cost: Renting a lot can be less expensive than buying land and may not 

require a large upfront investment. 

 

Amenities: Many rental lots for tiny homes provide access to amenities like water, 

electricity, and sewage, which can be convenient and cost-effective. 

 

Limited Control: When renting a lot, you may be limited in terms of what 

modifications you can make to your tiny home and property. 

 

Ultimately, whether to buy land or rent a lot for a tiny home will depend on your 

individual needs and goals. If you plan to stay in one location for a long time and 

want more control over your property, buying land may be the better option.  

 

However, if you value flexibility and are willing to sacrifice some control over your 

living space, renting a lot could be a good choice. 

 

 

  



Utility Hookups  
 

The next item that goes into the total cost for your tiny home build is hooking up 

utilities to your unit. 

 

This means getting your tiny home connected to the utilities on the property 

including water, sewer, electricity, and sometimes gas. 

 

To do this, we must dig a trench from the location of your tiny home to the closest 

connection accessible as well as any upgrades needed to your current system.  

 

In many cases, this includes digging through anything that may be in that direct 

path, such as concrete. When this is needed, many companies will have a crew take 

care of the removal and replacement of the concrete, usually at an additional cost 

that is added to the overall price of the project.  

 

That overall price is going to significantly depend on the length in which the trench 

will need to be dug, the additional work that is required to do so (concrete 

removal/replacement, etc.), and any utility or panel upgrades that may be 

necessary for completion. 

 

Since many aspects filter into the total pricing for this, the cost is not always fluid. 

Although this cost can vary, on average the price of hook-ups will cost you around 

$12,500 – $25,000 respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Getting Started 
 

The steps for getting started on your tiny home journey is to begin with completing 

the Step-By-Step Guide to Tiny Home Living included in this guide. This will help 

you determine your needs and wants in a new home. 

 

Defining Needs and Wants 
 

Defining your needs and wants in tiny home living is important because it will help 

you find a home that meets your specific requirements and preferences. Unlike 

traditional homes, tiny homes are limited in size, which means that space is at a 

premium. This means that every inch of the home must be used wisely and 

efficiently. 

 

By defining your needs, you can determine the minimum amount of space you 

require to live comfortably. This includes factors such as the number of bedrooms, 

bathrooms, and living spaces. You can also consider other needs, such as storage 

requirements, workspace needs, and accessibility needs. By taking these factors 

into account, you can ensure that the tiny home you choose will meet your basic 

needs. 

 

Defining your wants is also important because it will help you find a tiny home that 

suits your lifestyle and preferences. This includes factors such as the style, design, 

and amenities of the home. For example, you may want a modern design with sleek 

finishes, or a rustic design with natural materials. You may also want certain 

amenities, such as a full kitchen, a bathtub, or a fireplace. 

 

By defining your needs and wants in tiny home living, you can narrow down your 

search and find a home that meets your specific requirements and preferences. This 

can help ensure that you are happy and comfortable in your new home, and that it 

provides the lifestyle that you desire. In the end, defining your needs and wants 

can help you make the most of your tiny home living experience and will help you 

determine if you will design and build your own or choose a manufacturer. 

 

Choosing a Manufacturer 
 

Choosing a Builder or Manufacturer would be the next step in our process for tiny 

home living. You will want to research builders or manufacturers of tiny homes and 

select one that has a good reputation, reasonable pricing, and experience building 

homes that meet your needs you determined when completing the Step-by-Step 

Guide to Tiny Home Living. Simply begin researching tiny home manufacturers 

online.  

 



Here are some questions to ask a manufacturer: 

 

1. What is your experience building tiny homes? How many homes have you 

built? 

 

2. What types of materials do you use in your construction process? Are they 

eco-friendly and sustainable? 

 

3. Can you customize the design and layout of the home to meet my specific 

needs? 

 

4. What are the standard features of your homes, and what upgrades or 

additional features are available? 

 

5. What is the average price range of your homes, and what factors affect the 

cost? 

 

6. What is the typical lead time for building and delivering a tiny home? 

 

7. What warranties and guarantees do you offer on your homes? 

 

8. Do you have any financing options available to help me purchase the home? 

 

9. Can you provide references or customer testimonials from previous clients? 

 

10.How do you handle any issues or concerns that may arise after the home has 

been delivered and installed? 

 

Asking these questions will help you get a better understanding of the 

manufacturer's experience, quality of work, and level of customer service. This 

information will be invaluable in making an informed decision about purchasing a 

tiny home from them. 

 

Determine Budget 
 

Determine your budget for the tiny home, including any additional costs such as 

delivery fees, permits, and site preparation. 

 

Determining your budget for a tiny home is an important step in the buying 

process. Here are some factors to consider when determining your budget: 

 

1. Size and Style: The size and style of the tiny home you choose will affect the 

cost. Larger homes or those with more intricate designs will generally cost 

more. 



2. Customization: Customizing your tiny home to meet your specific needs and 

preferences will also affect the cost. The more customizations you add, the 

higher the cost will be. 

 

3. Building Materials: The type of building materials used will also affect the 

cost. More sustainable and eco-friendly materials will generally be more 

expensive. 

 

4. Location: The location of the home can also affect the cost. Building codes, 

zoning restrictions, and permits can vary from state to state and may affect 

the overall cost. 

 

5. Delivery and Installation: The cost of delivering and installing the tiny home 

on your chosen site will also be a factor to consider. 

 

Once you have considered these factors, you can determine your budget for a tiny 

home. You should also consider any additional costs such as site preparation, 

permits, and utilities. 

 

It's important to set a realistic budget that considers all these factors. You should 

also consider your personal financial situation and determine what monthly 

payments you can afford if you plan to finance your tiny home. By setting a realistic 

budget, you can ensure that you are able to comfortably afford your new home and 

enjoy all the benefits of tiny home living. 

 

Financing 
 

Consider financing options for your tiny home, including personal loans, RV loans, 

or crowdfunding campaigns. It is important to choose a financing option that aligns 

with your budget and personal financial situation. Review the Tiny Home Financing 

presented earlier in this guide. 

 

Here is a financing checklist to help you explore your options for financing a tiny 

home: 

 

1. Determine Your Budget: Determine your overall budget for the tiny home, 

including all costs such as the home itself, delivery, and site preparation. 

 

2. Research Lenders: Research lenders that specialize in tiny home financing, 

such as personal loan providers (Bank or Credit Unions), RV lenders (Bank or 

Credit Union), and crowdfunding platforms. 

 

3. Consider Your Credit Score: Check your credit score to determine your 

eligibility for financing and what interest rates you may qualify for. The higher 



your score the lower your rate will be. But keep in mind that these types of 

loans will generally come with higher interest rates than a normal home 

mortgage. 

 

4. Evaluate Loan Terms: Evaluate loan terms including interest rates, 

repayment periods, and any fees associated with the loan. 

 

5. Determine Down Payment: Determine how much you can afford to put down 

as a down payment on your tiny home, as this can affect your financing 

options and will help in keeping your payments lower. 

 

6. Review Your Financial Situation: Review your financial situation to determine 

what monthly payments you can afford and what financing options align with 

your budget. 

 

7. Check Local and State Incentives: Check for any local or state incentives or 

programs that may help finance your tiny home, such as tax credits or 

grants. 

 

Here are some examples of incentives or programs that may be available in 

your state: 

 

• Tax Credits: Some states offer tax credits for individuals who purchase 

a tiny home. These tax credits can help reduce the overall cost of the 

home and make it more affordable. 

 

• Grants: Some local or state government agencies offer grants to 

individuals who are building or purchasing a tiny home. These grants 

can help cover the cost of the home, site preparation, or other 

associated costs. 

 

• Low-Interest Loans: Some state housing authorities offer low-interest 

loans to individuals who are purchasing a tiny home. These loans can 

be used to cover the cost of the home, delivery, and site preparation. 

 

• Workforce Housing Programs: Some local or state government 

agencies offer workforce housing programs that provide financing for 

affordable housing, including tiny homes. 

 

• Community Land Trusts: Some communities have established 

community land trusts that provide affordable housing options, 

including tiny homes. These land trusts may offer financing options for 

individuals who want to purchase a tiny home. 

 



By checking for these incentives or programs, you may be able to find 

financing options that are more affordable and better suited to your budget. 

It's important to research the options available in your area and determine if 

you qualify for any of these programs. 

 

8. Explore Alternative Financing Options: Consider alternative financing options 

such as crowdfunding campaigns or private investors. 

 

By following this financing checklist, you can explore your options for financing a 

tiny home and find the best option that aligns with your financial situation and 

budget. Remember to do your research and evaluate all your options to find the 

best solution for your needs. 

 

Location 
 

Decide on a location for your tiny home, whether it is on a foundation or on wheels. 

Consider local zoning and building codes to ensure that you are legally able to place 

your tiny home in your desired location. 

 

Here are some factors to consider: 

 

• Zoning: Check with your local zoning department to determine if there are 

any restrictions on the placement of tiny homes. Some areas may not allow 

tiny homes to be placed on residential properties or may require a special 

permit. 

 

• Building Codes: Make sure that your tiny home is built to meet local building 

codes, such as safety and construction standards. You may need to have 

your home inspected by a building inspector to ensure that it meets these 

requirements. 

 

• Foundation: Decide if you want your tiny home to be on a foundation or on 

wheels. If you plan to put your tiny home on a foundation, make sure that 

you are complying with local zoning and building codes related to the 

construction of the foundation. 

 

• Utilities: Consider utilities such as water, sewer, and electricity. Determine if 

your location has access to these utilities, and if not, what options are 

available. 

 

• Land Ownership: Determine if you own the land where you plan to place your 

tiny home, or if you need to rent or purchase a site. If you plan to rent or 

purchase a site, make sure that you have permission from the landowner to 

place your home there. 



 

By considering these factors, you can ensure that you are complying with local 

regulations and that your tiny home is situated in a suitable location. It's important 

to do your research and understand the regulations in your area to avoid any 

potential legal issues down the road. See previous section on Buy Land or Rent. 

 

Site Prep 
 

Prepare the site for your tiny home, including utilities such as water, sewer, and 

electricity. Consider factors such as site leveling, foundation construction, and 

septic system installation. 

 

Preparing the site for your tiny home is an important step in the buying process.  

 

Here are some factors to consider when preparing your site: 

 

• Site Leveling: Ensure that the site where you plan to place your tiny home is 

level and stable. This will help prevent any shifting or movement of the 

home. 

 

• Foundation Construction: If you plan to place your tiny home on a 

foundation, make sure that the foundation is constructed to meet local 

building codes and safety standards. Consider hiring a professional contractor 

to ensure that the foundation is properly constructed. 

 

• Utilities: Ensure that your site has access to utilities such as water, sewer, 

and electricity. If utilities are not available, you may need to consider 

alternative options such as solar power or composting toilets. 

 

• Septic System Installation: If you plan to use a traditional toilet or shower, 

you may need to install a septic system. Make sure that you comply with 

local regulations and obtain any necessary permits. 

 

• Landscaping: Consider landscaping around your tiny home to create a 

welcoming outdoor space. This may include planting trees or shrubs, building 

a deck or patio, or installing outdoor lighting. 

 

By taking these factors into account, you can prepare your site for your tiny home 

and ensure that it is a safe and comfortable place to live. It's important to do your 

research and comply with local regulations to avoid any potential legal issues down 

the road. See previous section on Utilities for general costs. 

 

 



Delivery and Setup 
 

Coordinate with your builder or manufacturer to deliver and set up your tiny home 

on the prepared site. Once your site is prepared, you can coordinate with your 

builder or manufacturer to deliver and set up your tiny home.  

 

Here are some factors to consider when coordinating the delivery and installation of 

your tiny home: 

 

• Delivery Date: Coordinate with your builder or manufacturer to determine a 

delivery date that works for both parties. Ensure that you have all necessary 

permits and permissions in place for delivery. 

 

• Site Access: Make sure that the delivery location is easily accessible by the 

delivery truck and that there is enough space for the truck to maneuver. 

 

• Installation: Once the home is delivered, coordinate with the builder or 

manufacturer to have it set up and installed properly. This may include 

hooking up utilities, securing the home to the foundation, and leveling the 

home. 

 

• Inspection: Consider having your tiny home inspected by a building inspector 

to ensure that it meets local building codes and safety standards. 

 

• Final Payment: Once the home is installed and ready for occupancy, make 

the final payment to the builder or manufacturer. Make sure that all 

warranties and guarantees are in place before making final payment. 

 

By coordinating with your builder or manufacturer and following these steps, you 

can ensure a smooth delivery and installation process for your tiny home. It's 

important to do your research and work with reputable builders or manufacturers to 

avoid any potential issues during the delivery and installation process. 

 

Final Inspections 
 

Have the tiny home inspected to ensure that it meets all local building codes and 

regulations.  

 

Here are some reasons why it's important to have your tiny home inspected: 

 

• Compliance: An inspection will ensure that your tiny home complies with all 

local building codes and regulations related to safety and construction 

standards. 

 



• Safety: An inspection will also ensure that your tiny home is safe to live in 

and that it meets all fire safety and structural requirements. 

 

• Warranty: An inspection may be required to activate any warranties or 

guarantees offered by the builder or manufacturer. 

 

• Insurance: An inspection may be required by your insurance company to 

obtain coverage for your tiny home. 

 

• Resale Value: Having your tiny home inspected can help increase its resale 

value, as potential buyers will have more confidence in its safety and 

compliance with local regulations. 

 

Make sure to hire a qualified inspector who is familiar with local building codes and 

regulations. The inspector will thoroughly examine your tiny home and provide a 

report detailing any issues that need to be addressed. It's important to address any 

issues identified in the inspection report to ensure that your tiny home is safe and 

compliant with local regulations. 

 

By following this roadmap, you can navigate the process of buying a tiny home and 

enjoy the many benefits of this unique and exciting way of living. With careful 

planning and research, you can find the perfect tiny home to meet your needs and 

preferences, and enjoy a simple, affordable, and sustainable way of living. 

  



Step by Step Guide to Tiny Home Living 
 

A step-by-step guide to help you research whether a tiny home is right for you: 

 

1. Define your goals.  

 

Begin by defining your goals for your living situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your priorities in terms of space? 

 

 

 

 

Cost? 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability?  

 

 

 

 

Mobility? 

 

 

 

 

Lifestyle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Next, research the pros and cons of tiny homes. Consider the benefits, such 

as affordability, energy efficiency, and simplicity, as well as the challenges, 

such as limited space, zoning regulations, and potential maintenance issues. 

 

Pros Cons 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

3. Determine how much you are willing to spend on a tiny home, including the 

cost of construction, permits, and any other related expenses. 

 

Type of Expense Cost $ 

Construction  

Permits  

Land  

Utilities  

Other?  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



4. Consider where you plan to place your tiny home, whether it be on land you 

already own or rent, or on a tiny home community or RV park. Research local 

zoning laws and building codes to ensure that your tiny home will be 

compliant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Think about what kind of design you want for your tiny home, including the 

size, layout, and materials. Take inspiration from other tiny home designs 

and consult with a builder or architect if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Consider renting or borrowing a tiny home to see if it's right for you. This will 

give you a firsthand experience of living in a small space and can help you 

identify any potential issues or challenges. Be sure to note your experience 

while you are renting your tiny home. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7. Consider your long-term plans for your tiny home. Do you plan to live in it 

full-time or use it as a vacation home? Will your needs and lifestyle change 

over time, and how will your tiny home adapt to those changes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By following these steps, you can better determine if a tiny home is the right choice 

for you and begin planning for your dream home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Tiny Home Maintenance Checklist 
 

1. Regular Cleaning 

• Keep your tiny home clean and free from dust and dirt.  

• Sweep or vacuum the floors regularly  

• Clean all surfaces 

• Dust furniture and fixtures 

• Regularly clean appliances, such as the refrigerator, stove, and 

microwave. 

 

2. Inspect Roof and Exterior 

• Regularly inspect the roof and exterior of your tiny home for any 

signs of damage or wear, including cracks, leaks, or missing 

shingles.  

• Check the gutters and downspouts for any debris or clogs. 

 

3. Check Plumbing and Electrical Systems 

• Regularly check the plumbing and electrical systems in your tiny 

home for any issues or leaks.  

• Inspect pipes, faucets, and drains for any signs of wear or leaks 

• Check electrical outlets and wiring for any damage. 

 

4. Monitor Heating and Cooling Systems 

• If your tiny home has a heating or cooling system, make sure to 

regularly check and maintain it.  

• Clean or replace air filters regularly. 

• Have the system professionally inspected and serviced as 

needed. 

 

5. Check Insulation and Ventilation 

• Inspect the insulation and ventilation in your tiny home to 

ensure that it is working properly.  

• Make sure there are no gaps or cracks in the insulation. 

• Check all vents to be sure they are clean and unobstructed. 

 

6. Monitor Moisture Levels 

• Keep an eye on the moisture levels in your tiny home, as 

excessive moisture can lead to mold and mildew growth.  

• Use a dehumidifier if necessary and ensure that your home is 

properly ventilated to reduce humidity. 

 

7. Maintain Appliances and Fixtures 

• Regularly maintain and clean appliances and fixtures, such as 

sinks, toilets, and showers.  



• Make sure to also check for any leaks or damage to these 

fixtures. 

 

By following this maintenance checklist, you can keep your tiny home in good 

condition and prevent any major issues from occurring. It's important to stay on 

top of maintenance tasks to ensure that your tiny home remains a comfortable and 

safe living space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tiny Home Construction Checklist 
 

Here is a tiny home construction checklist to help guide you through the building 

process: 

 

1. Choose a Design: Decide on the type of tiny home you want to build, 

including the layout, size, and style. This will help guide the rest of the 

building process. 

 

2. Obtain Permits: Check with local zoning and building departments to obtain 

the necessary permits for your tiny home construction project. 

 

3. Set a Budget: Determine your budget for the project and plan accordingly. 

Make sure to include all costs, such as materials, labor, permits, and any 

necessary equipment or tools. 

 

4. Choose a Location: Decide on the location where you want to build your tiny 

home, and make sure it meets zoning and building code requirements. 

 

5. Purchase Materials: Purchase all necessary materials for the project, 

including lumber, insulation, roofing, siding, plumbing fixtures, and electrical 

components. 

 

6. Build the Foundation: Construct the foundation for your tiny home, whether it 

be a trailer, slab, or other type of foundation. 

 

7. Frame the Structure: Frame the walls, roof, and floor of the tiny home 

according to the chosen design and building plans. 

 

8. Install Plumbing and Electrical Systems: Install plumbing and electrical 

systems according to local building codes and regulations. 

 

9. Install Insulation and Ventilation: Install insulation and ventilation systems to 

ensure the tiny home is properly insulated and ventilated. 

 

10.Install Fixtures and Appliances: Install fixtures such as sinks, toilets, and 

showers, as well as appliances such as stoves, refrigerators, and heating and 

cooling systems. 

 

11.Finish Interior and Exterior: Finish the interior and exterior of the tiny home, 

including walls, flooring, and paint or siding. 

 

12.Final Inspection: Have the tiny home inspected by a qualified inspector to 

ensure that it meets all local building codes and regulations. 



 

By following this construction checklist, you can help ensure that your tiny home 

construction project is successful and meets all necessary building codes and 

regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The End 
 

In conclusion, the tiny home movement offers a unique and exciting alternative to 

traditional housing. While there are certainly challenges and limitations associated 

with living in a small space, the benefits of simplicity, affordability, and 

sustainability make tiny homes an attractive option for many people. 

 

Whether you are building or buying a tiny home, it's important to do your research 

and carefully consider all the factors involved. By following the tips and advice 

outlined in this guide, you can navigate the process of building, financing, and 

maintaining a tiny home, and enjoy the many benefits of this unique and growing 

housing trend. 

 

Ultimately, whether a tiny home is right for you will depend on your individual 

needs, lifestyle, and preferences. But with the right planning and preparation, a tiny 

home can offer a fulfilling and rewarding way of life that prioritizes simplicity, 

sustainability, and freedom. 

 

 

 

  



FREE Consultation Offer 
 

Mention this Booklet when calling 515-664-7984 and immediately receive a FREE 

30-minute consultation! 
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